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THE ORATION.
)

The inauguration of a new Masonic body is
preceded by a ceremony of Consecration.. ' That sighi-
ficant term ‘‘Consecration” marks ‘the. importance
which attaches to the occasion, «nd. indicates the
serious light in which the event must be tagarded.
It impresses upon the Founders of the -Ladge the
sacred nature of the task the; have under.aken, the
holiness of the aims they mist zeep corstantly before
them in the upbuilding of (the edificc. the foundations
of which are now being izid.

Every Masonic' Ludge ouvght to be a Temple
erected to the glcry of Goa and the welfare of man.
It should repruduice in spirit the sublime character of
the magnificent monument raised by the Royal Solomon
to the honour of the Moast High. Brethren, we learn
from the account of tne construction of the Temple
as contained in the Sacred Volume that not every-
body “w.o so- willed was allowed the privilege of
pacticipating ia the erection of a Sanctuary to God.
When King David expressed that desire, he was told
that he. \was not fitted for the task since his hands
ad ‘heen stained by human blood. We are further
informed that no tools of iron were employed in the
work, since iron symbolised the sword of strife.
And there was no noisy hammering in the construc-
tion of the edifice; all the materials had to be
prepared, cut to shape and measure, before they were
brought to the site of building. The Temple thus
grew to its full and completed height quietly, sedately,
in a dignified manner, befitting the holiness and
graciousness of God, to Whom it was dedicated.



Founders of the Lodge of Integrity, here is the
example you have to follow. In the development of
vour new Lodge, in the creation of its traditions, see
to it that you select the right men for the work, men
whose character will stand close scrutiny.  Let your
Entered Apprentices, who are to become later your
Master Masons, be only such as will help to make
your Lodge worthy of the Craft. Not large numbers,
but a carefully selected membership—character, aic
character alone, being always the criterion—be ('t .at
your guiding principle. Exclude every one who will
not add dignity to your Lodge; refuse entiance ta
anyone of whom it can be doubted wherher he il
bring credit upon the Order; but leco uot oot for
private and personal motives a Candidate whose quali-
fications are those a Mason shonld possess. . Set a
high standard, the highest poss.bie standard, which
is that every member of yorr Lodge shali be one
whose personality is such that you wili be glad to
see him in due time occuzying the Mascer's Chair.

And do not forget ‘he second teature which dis-
tinguished the buildine of ths- Temple—the quietness
and dignity with-which the work was carried out.
Apply that prircinle in ‘ali the proceedings of the
Lodge. Th= Ritial must be regarded by the Officers,
and by the Brithren csszmbled too, as a solemn rite.
During the rendering of the ceremonies there should
be the some decorum, the same devout frame of
mind, ‘hat on¢ is expected to have in a place of
wership I 2ach of the degrees, the Candidate is
intoduced' into the Lodge-room with an invocation
i« Goa fo- His blessing. In that prayer the key-
ncte or.scriousness and sanctification is struck which
shouid ~persist throughout the ceremony. There
should be no levity, no conversation, while a Candi-
date is being initiated, passed or raised ; for, if there
is, the effect which Masonry aims at producing upon
him is at once shattered.

May I add this also: as every piece of material
was brought to the holy city fully prepared, so that
it fitted exactly into its appointed place, similarly
must each Officer leave nothing undone to perfect



himself in the part he has to play in the work of the
Lodge. The Officer has a responsibility towards the
Candidate ; and when he has clearly not taken the
trouble to make himself familiar with his part in the
Ritual, he is not merely faithless to the trust reposed
in him, but he lowers the dignity of Freemasonry,
and mars its beauty, in the eyes of the new-comer.
First impressions are the lasting impressions ; so it
must be the concern of all who have the governme:t
of the Lodge in thsir charge to leave no effort
undone for the purpose of impressing deepy ‘and
favourably those who enter the Order throogh their
auspices.

Finally, Brethren, let me commend as your constant
watchword the beautiful name vou ai= a‘tuching to your
Lodge. ‘fIntegrity¥ "—there is a wealth of mcaning
in that word. It denotes, etymclogically, tie quality
of not having been touched, the atiribute of perfection,
spotlessness, purity. May tuat sublme virtue be
yours in your relationships -vith the Craft, and also —
~with- God and vour felicwinen.  Fractise it im your
Lodge ; spread it ou’siac in_tao circles where your
influence can be brcughc to boar.  ‘“ Integrity "—that
is one of the pillury upon vvhich a better and happier
world can ala:= b supnocted. May your Lodge be
one of the .many forces which will bring that hope
nearer ani help towara: its consummation,



